
„Wenn ihr morgens zu Hause ein Tässchen Kaffee trin-
ken möchtet, den Herd anstellt und es kommt kein 
Gas, dann wisst ihr, dass etwas in Nowy Urengoi pas-
siert sein muss.“
Was verbindet Europa mit einer Großstadt am Polar-
kreis? Auf den Erdgasfeldern rund um Nowy Urengoi 
fördert der Konzern Gazprom mehr als die Hälfte des 
in Russland produzierten Erdgases. Ein erheblicher Teil 
davon ist für den Export nach Europa bestimmt. 

GAZPROM CITY – ein Bericht über das Leben am ande-
ren Ende der Pipeline. 

«Если вы хотите выпить утром чашечку кофе, вклю-
чили плиту, а газ не идёт — тогда вы знаете, что в 
Новом Уренгое что-то пошло не так».
Что связывает Европу с большим городом за Поляр-
ным кругом? На территориях окружающих Новый 
Уренгой находятся многочисленные месторожде-
ния природного газа, из которых Газпром добывает 
более половины от общего объема газа, добытого в 
России. Значительная часть добытого газа предна-
значена для экспорта в Европу.

ГАЗПРОМ СИТИ — отчет о жизни на другом конце 
трубопровода.

‘If you’re at home and you want to make yourself a nice 
cup of coffee in the morning, and you turn on the stove 
but there is no gas, then you know that something 
must have happened in Novy Urengoy.’ 
What connects Europe to a city in the polar circle? The 
Gazprom company exploits the gas fields around Novy 
Urengoy. More than half of the natural gas extracted in 
Russia is produced there. A substantial portion of this 
gas is exported to European countries. 

GAZPROM CITY – a report about life at the other end 
of the gas pipeline. 
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‘If you’re at home and you want to make yourself a nice cup of coffee in the morning, and you turn on the stove

but there is no gas, then you know that something must have happened in Novy Urengoy.’

What connects Europe to a city in the polar circle? The Gazprom company exploits the gas fields around Novy

Urengoy. More than half of the natural gas extracted in Russia is produced there. A substantial portion of this

gas is exported to European countries.

GAZPROM CITY – a report about life at the other end of the gas pipeline.

The book describes daily life in Russia’s natural 
gas capital Novy Urengoy – a city with more than 
110.000 inhabitants in the Yamalo-Nenets Auton-
omous Okrug in Western Siberia. 

After the discovery of the Urengoy gas field in the 
late 1960s, the systematic development of the natu-
ral gas industry began here, in the swampy lakeland 
of the Subarctic tundra. Transportation routes 
were built, production facilities were set up, hun-
dreds of kilometres of pipeline were laid, and little 
by little a small settlement for workers grew into 
the northern city of Novy Urengoy. All character-
istic ingredients of a city – housing units, schools, 
hospitals, administration buildings and leisure 
facilities – were erected in this remote region, far 
from any populated areas. Here the temperatures 
often drop to more than 50 degrees below zero 
and the winter lasts for nine long months. 

But the dlinny rubl, the ‘long rouble’, lures thou-
sands of young men and women to the polar 
circle, despite the extreme conditions. Novy 
Urengoy is a wealthy city and a job in the gas 
industry stands for a secure and – by Russian 
standards – high income. 

The viability of the city is inextricably tied to the 
natural gas industry and to a city forming enter-
prise: Gazprom. The energy company and its local 
subsidiary companies extract gigantic quanti-
ties of natural gas from the deposits around the 
city. Gazprom is the most important employer in 
the region. More than half of the natural gas ex-
tracted in Russia is produced here. That is why the 
city is unofficially called natural gas capital of Rus-
sia or simply: GAZPROM CITY.  
 
The mutual interdependence of Western Europe 
and Russia resulting from imports and exports of 
natural gas and the weighty position of Gazprom 
receive regular attention in politics and the me-
dia. The emphasis is usually on the consequences 
this dependence has for the consumers at the 
European end of the gas pipeline. However, the 
circumstances of the gas production and the 
living conditions of the people at the source in 
Western Siberia are barely ever discussed. How 
do the people of Novy Urengoy live, here in this 
city that is completely dependent on natural gas 
resources and where life is dictated by the big 
corporation?

The city is closed to foreigners. We made count-
less requests to Gazprom, we inquired again 
and again, until the head office in Moscow fi-
nally gave the go-ahead. The 14-day stay in Novy 
Urengoy and in the shift workers camps around 
the city offered the opportunity to talk to the in-
habitants and interview the workers on the gas 
fields. Daily life in the company town is described 
on the basis of our on-site impressions but espe-
cially through personal stories of the inhabitants 
of Novy Urengoy. Throughout the text the inhab-
itants get a chance to speak. Their voices tell about 
life in the Arctic.

Numerous pictures accompany the text. Sche-
matic maps as well as facts and figures provide 
an overview of the history of the city and the 
natural gas industry. An interview with one of 
the ‘pioneers‘, one of the first inhabitants of Novy 
Urengoy gives insight into the early years of the 
city and reveals motivation and ambition of the 
first settlers. Last but not least a glossary written 
by Gertrude Saxinger explains important terms 
that play a crucial role in urban life in the Arc-
tic and Subarctic and for work in the extractive 
industries. 
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